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Figure 1: The European Green Deal
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TABLE 1 Overview of historical EU GHG emissions reduction targets.

Target year Goal (compared with 1990 levels) Status

2000 Stabilization of CO, emissions Achieved

2008-2012 8% reduction of GHG emissions Achieved

2020 20% reduction of GHG emissions Achieved

2030 40% reduction of GHG emissions Achievement expected with new measures
2030 55% reduction of GHG emissions (updated target, Additional measures required

including carbon removal possibilities)
2040 Target yet to be proposed Measures yet to be proposed

2050 Climate neutrality Additional measures required

Source: EEA, 2022; Oberthiir & Dupont, 2021.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (Mo} The five chapters identify how to:
BETWEEN

THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EEA) 1. Improve the science-policy interface and international environmental governance

AND

THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP) 2. Enhance climate resilience and climate neutrality with a focus on sustainable energy

3. Promote healthy and productive ecosystems

The European Environment Agency (hereinafter referred to as EEA), having its seat in
Copenhagen, Denmark, represented by Leena Yld-Mononen, Executive Director,

and 4. Scale up the circular economy and resource efficiency
The United Nations Environment Programme (hereinafter referred to as UNEP), having its seat in
Nairobi, Kenya, represented by Inger Andersen, Executive Director, 5 WOl'k towards a poIIution-free planet and better health

Hereinafter referred to individually as the “Party” or collectively as the “Parties”.
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STATEMENT | Jul 24, 2025 | Beijing | 2 min read

Joint EU-China
press statement
on climate

At the EU-China Summit in Beijing, the following joint
press statement was agreed:

The Way Forward After the 10th Anniversary
Of the Adoption of the Paris Agreement

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between China
and the European Union (EU) and the 10th
anniversary of the adoption of the Paris Agreement,
the Chinese and EU leaders hereby:

Reiterate that in the fluid and turbulent international
situation today, it is crucial that all countries, notably
the major economies maintain policy continuity and
stability and step up efforts to address climate
change;

Recognize that strengthening China-EU cooperation
on climate change bears on the well-being of the
peoples on both sides and is of great and special
significance to upholding multilateralism and
advancing global climate governance;

Emphasize that the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
Paris Agreement are the cornerstone of international
climate cooperation, and that all parties should
adhere to the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light
of different national circumstances and implement the
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement in a
comprehensive, good-faith and effective manner;

Recognize that the China-EU green partnership is an
important part of the China-EU partnership, that
green is the defining color of China-EU cooperation,
and that the two sides have a solid foundation and
broad space for cooperation in the field of green
transition.



The two sides agree to demonstrate leadership
together to drive a global just transition in the
context of sustainable development and poverty
eradication and are committed to:

1. Upholding the central role of the UNFCCC and the
Paris Agreement and fully and faithfully implementing
their goals and their principles;

2. Strengthening results-oriented actions, and turning

their respective climate targets into tangible outcomes

through systematic policies and concrete actions and
measures;

3. Working with all parties to support Brazil in hosting
a successful 30th Conference of the Parties to the
UNFCCC (COP30) and promoting ambitious,
equitable, balanced and inclusive outcomes of the
conference;

4. Accelerating the global renewable energy
deployment and facilitating access to quality green
technologies and products, so that they can be
available, affordable and beneficial for all countries,
including the developing countries;

5. Enhancing adaptation efforts and support, in order
to accelerate swift action at scale and at all levels,
from local to global;

6. Submitting before COP30 their respective 2035
NDCs covering all economic sectors and all

greenhouse gases and in alignment with the long-
term temperature goal of the Paris Agreement; and

7. Enhancing bilateral cooperation in such areas as
energy transition, adaptation, methane emissions
management and control, carbon markets and green
and low-carbon technologies to drive their respective
green and low-carbon transition processes together.



Joint statement: 8oth anniversary of
the signing of the United Nations
Charter

Press Releases |AFeT| [DEVE| [DROI| [SEDE| 26-06-2025 - 09:49

The Chairs of the Committees on Foreign Affairs, Development, Security and
Defence and the Subcommittee on Human Rights issued the following statement.

“The UN Charter has been a foundation of international relations, promoting peace, security
and cooperation among nations, and inspiring generations to work towards a more just and
equitable world. The United Nations, born from the devastation of World War Il, has
prevented large-scale conflicts, protected vulnerable populations, and advanced universal

human rights. From the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the Sustainable
Development Goals, multiple disarmament agreements, peacekeeping missions, the
"Women, Peace and Security" agenda, the protection of civilians, and the Paris Agreement
on climate change, the UN has provided a framework for cooperation that has lifted millions
out of poverty, preserved peace, and safeguarded the dignity and quality of life of all
people.

“Today, the world faces unprecedented challenges — the erosion of human rights and
democratic values, inequality, climate change and conflicts of all kinds threaten the
progress we have made. Yet these challenges also demand renewed unity. It is only
through multilateral cooperation that we stand a chance of overcoming those challenges.
We therefore remain convinced that the United Nations continues to be an indispensable
instrument for addressing the complex and interconnected problems of our time.
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EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Brussels, 2.3.2022
COM(2022) 83 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE
REGIONS

Towards a green, digital and resilient economy:
our European Growth Model
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sl COMMISSION

Brussels, 22.6.2022
COM(2022) 409 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Brussels, 2.2.2022
COM(2022) 31 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

An EU Strategy on Standardisation
Setting global standards in support of a resilient, green and digital EU single market
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EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Brussels, 22.6.2022
COM(2022) 409 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

EUDTSDEFIL

3. NEW POLICY ORIENTATIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN TRADE
AGREEMENTS

The TSD review has proven the soundness of the EU’s TSD model but has also identified scope
for improvement in six policy priorities, which can be summarised as (1) the need to be more
proactive in the cooperation with partners; (2) stepping up the country-specific approach; (3)
mainstreaming sustainability beyond the TSD chapter of trade agreements; (4) increasing the
monitoring of the implementation of TSD commitments; (5) reinforcing the role of civil
society; and (6) enhancing enforcement by means of trade sanctions as a measure of last
resort.??
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European Commission - Press release

Commission unveils nhew approach to trade agreements to promote green
and just growth

Brussels, 22 June 2022

The European Commission is today taking a major step in making EU trade greener, fairer and more
sustainable. It has unveiled a new plan to enhance the contribution of EU trade agreements in
protecting the climate, environment and labour rights worldwide. In its Communication on "The
power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth”, the Commission is
putting forward how to further strengthen the implementation and enforcement of Trade and
Sustainable Development (TSD) chapters of the EU's trade agreements.

Executive Vice-President and Commissioner for Trade, Valdis Dombrovskis, said: “"We promised to
make trade more sustainable and today we are delivering. Our trade agreements give us clout on the
world stage and support economic growth and sustainable development - but as of now, we want to
make them an even bigger driver of positive change. We will engage and support our partners to
make this happen. We will step up our enforcement, and we will resort to sanctions if key labour and
climate commitments are not met.”
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Council of the CHAPTER 26
European Union

Brussels, 17 November 2023 TRADE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(OR. en)
11668/23
Interinstitutional File:
SECTION A
2023/0259 (NLE) LIMITE
POLCOM 158 COMMON PROVISIONS
SERVICES 35
FDI 22
COLAC 90
ARTICLE 26.1
Objectives
LEGISLATIVE ACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS
Subject: Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union and the Republic 1. The Parties recall the Agenda 21 on Environment and Development, adopted at the UN

of Chile

Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro, on 3 to 14 June 1992, the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development of 2002,
the International Labour Organization ("ILO") Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair
Globalization, adopted by the International Labour Conference at its 97th Session, held in Geneva
on 10 June 2008 (the "ILO Declaration on Social and Justice for a Fair Globalization"), the
Outcome Document of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development of 2012 entitled "The

Future We Want" and the 2030 Agenda, and its Sustainable Development Goals.

| By L \

2023FEUFVESHEICKEITS
2. The Parties recognise that sustainable development encompasses economic development,

T s D ? 'V 7 9 — social development and environmental protection, all three being interdependent and mutually
reinforcing for the welfare of present and future generations.
3. Inlight of the above, the objective of this Chapter is to enhance the trade and investment
relationship between the Parties in a way that contributes to sustainable development, in particular

its labour! and environmental dimensions that are relevant to trade and investment.

4.  This Chapter embodies a cooperative approach based on common values and interests.
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Europe's contribution to climate finance (in €bn)

The EU and its 27 member states are the biggest providers of climate finance in the world.
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The sources for the figures include the EU budget, the European Fund for Sustainable
Development Plus and the European Investment Bank.

*Since 2022, the overall public finance figure has been calculated using a new
methodology, based on commitments for bilateral finance and disbursements of
multilateral finance made in the same year.

Source: Council of the European Union « Get the data

EUIBESESDY 1 |~ | https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/climate-finance/
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P EElEER{ILA L =/\R : Defence Readiness Omnibus COM (2025) 820

The current regulatory environment of the Union, adopted in peacetime, is not fully
adapted to the objective of developing the necessary capabilities and military readiness to
credibly deter armed aggression and facilitate the effective and fast deployment of the
necessary large investments mentioned above. Several non-defence specific EU
legislations are not conducive to facilitating the European Defence Technological and
Industrial Base’s long-term investments in defence capabilities necessary to deter threats
and ensure the security of the Union and its citizens. The European Defence Technological
and Industrial Base is a highly specific sector, the primary objective of which is not purely
economic. It is focused on the needs of Member States’ Armed Forces, delivering the
required level of technical performance, in a timely manner, in the requisite volume and at
a competitive cost. The Union’s regulatory framework should be fit for the defence
readiness objective, enabling Member States to invest, build, conduct research and deliver
high-quality products and services, authorise projects and procure at an accelerated and
agile pace, while keeping up with the high research, environmental and social standards
that make the European Union a world leader in these domains. Substantial simplification
in processes and removal of regulatory and administrative burdens across sectors are

necessary to accelerate the ramp up of European defence industrial production to rapidly
reach the levels of production capacity required to prepare for and thereby deter a high-
intensity conflict.

IRFEDEURIBERFRFICHIRENHD, BEHNFBILEDIEHDEA EWVWS A TRENERIELDEFEIND



While authorisations are the responsibility of Member States, Union law sets out some
rules related to authorisations, including but not limited to environment assessments. It 1s
crucial to streamline, simplify and accelerate the entire permitting processes for defence
industrial investments and defence readiness activities, while ensuring the standards of the
environmental and human protection in a timelier way across the Union. This can be
achieved by establishing fast-track and priority-rated national permitting processes with a
single point of contact for industry, intended to reduce administrative burdens and expedite
the permitting process for defence readiness activities. Upon request by Member States,
the Commission stands ready to provide advice and capacity building in establishing the
fast-track permitting regime.

Ensuring high standards of protection of environment and human health through the
application of Union environmental legislation, while securing the objective of defence
readiness by 2030 1s fundamental. While most Union environmental legislation includes
derogations for public objectives, divergent interpretations and implementations across
Member States lead to complexity and uncertainties in the applicable rules concerning
defence investments. The Commission hereby clarifies that Member States can use
existing derogations in various Union legislations (') provided for “overriding public
interest’, “public safety” or “crisis” to include defence readiness in their scope,
encompassing industrial and governmental defence investments and defence readiness
activities. When compensatory or mitigation measures are applied, those measures should
ensure the objectives of the legislation and be proportionate regarding defence readiness
considerations, so that the defence readiness 2030 objective can be timely achieved. The
Directive on Environmental Impact Assessment ('°) includes an exemption for projects

essential for purposes of defence, which can also be used for defence readiness projects
and activities. Moreover, the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (') and the
Restriction of Hazardous Substances ('°) directives contain an exemption for military
purposes that encompasses the objective of defence readiness.

RIBERHEEVWSAHDOIIRE - AHDZELE - BERUCDBERNSERINDINE .
WEEEIE%$ - ROHSE% ¢« EIA (ISR ENME) O EARKRAAN




Currently, Union’s chemical aquis does not explicitly foresee early assessment of the
impact on the defence industry in the processes of banning or restricting chemical
substances Regarding the Regulation on Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and
Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) ('©). The Commission notes that the possibility for an
exemption in the interest of defence is already provided under REACH Regulation but that
in certain Member States this exemption in the interest of defence has been applied in a
restrictive manner. Moreover, this exception 1s application and on ad hoc basis, which does
not align with the defence readiness 2030 objective and the requirements to urgently ramp
up defence production by 2030. The Commission therefore proposes to broaden the
conditions for the use of the national exemption under the REACH Regulation and
encourages Member States to use its full potential for defence needs, including defence
readiness activities. The Commission’s forthcoming simplification of REACH aims to
explicitly incorporate the defence readiness objective, ensuring that defence concerns,
including indirect impacts on defence supply chains, are comprehensively assessed. This
would enable that the defence readiness objective, including indirect impacts on defence
supply chains, can be assessed early and fully. To ensure consistency across the Union’s
chemicals acquis, a similar exemption i1s proposed in the Regulations on Classification,
Labelling and Packaging (7)) and Biocidal Products ('®). Concerning the Regulation on
Persistent Organic Polluants ('), that implements the Stockholm Convention, the
Commission proposes that defence readiness needs, should be addressed in the EU’s
preparatory stages before prohibitions or restrictions are established at the international

REACHRBIDEHIRAN - BR{LZEHDINE
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Joint Statement on a United States - European Union Framework on an agreement on
Reciprocal, Fair and Balanced Trade, 21 August, 2025.

Taking note of the US concerns related to treatment of US small and medium-sized
businesses under the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), the European
Commission, in addition to the recently agreed increase of the de minimis exception, commits
to work to provide additional flexibilities in the CBAM implementation (para.ll).

PAYALEICERE LT, REEFEFAEAH =X HLCBAMEE IR

The European Union commits to undertake efforts to ensure that the Corporate Sustainability
Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) and the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD)
do not pose undue restrictions on transatlantic trade. In the context of CSDDD, this includes
undertaking efforts to reduce administrative burden on businesses, including small- and
medium-sized enterprises, and to propose changes to the requirement for a harmonised civil
liability regime for due diligence failures and to climate-transition-related obligations. The
European Union commits to work to address US concerns regarding the imposition of CSDDD
requirements on companies of non-EU countries with relevant high-quality regulations
(paral2).
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